146

DANIEL  WEBSTER.

been a steady party man when his party was in
existence, and he was still a party man so far as
the old Federalist feelings retained vitality and
force. He had, moreover, but a slight personal
acquaintance with Mr. Adams and no very cor-
dial feeling toward him. This disposed of three
presidential candidates. The fourth was Mr.
Clay, and it is not very clear why Mr. Webster
refused an alliance in this quarter. Mr. Clay had
treated him with consideration, they were -per-
sonal friends, their opinions were not dissimilar
and were becoming constantly more alike. Pos-
sibly there was an instinctive feeling of rivalry on
this very account. At all events, Mr. Webster
would not support Clay. Only one candidate re-
mained : Mr. Crawford, the representative of all
that was extreme among the Republicans, and, in
a party sense, most odious to the Federalists. But
it was a time when personal factions flourished
rankly in the absence of broad differences of prin-
ciple. Mr. Crawford was bidding furiously for
support in every and any quarter, and to Mr.
Crawford, accordingly, Mr. Webster began to look
as a possible leader for himself and his friends.
Just how far Mr. Webster went in this direction
cannot be readily or surely determined, although
we get some light on the subject from an attack
made on Mr. Crawford just at this time. Ninian
Edwards, recently senator from Illinois, had a
quarrel with Mr. Crawford, and sent in a memo